Choreathetoid movement as an unusual presentation of subdural haematoma.
Subdural haematomas can present with a wide variety of symptoms. An atypical presentation can be movement disorders. The key feature is that the history of onset is more rapid than with neurological conditions such as Parkinson's disease. The symptoms can also be an acute worsening of pre-existing disorder. The case discussed involved an 80 year old woman with bilateral choreathetoid movements attributed to a unilateral chronic subdural haematoma. The haematoma was surgically drained and the symptoms resolved. Sporadic reports of similar cases of movement disorders associated with subdural haematomas exist in the literature, but rarely do unilateral haematomas present with bilateral symptoms. Pressure effects, neurotransmitter abnormality and ischaemia have been postulated as reasons for this type of presentation. Unexplained and sudden movement disorders might warrant imaging to rule out a subdural haematoma as the cause.